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“Will you strive to safeguard the 
integrity of God’s creation, and respect, 
sustain and renew the life of the Earth?

I will, with God’s help.”

These words were added to the 
baptismal covenant in the Book of 

Alternative Services (BAS) as the ninth 
question of the “covenant inquiry” in the 
2013 general synod.

Although it quotes directly from the 
fifth Mark of Mission (part of a framework 
used to describe and encourage 
ministry throughout the worldwide 
Anglican Communion), the addition to 
the baptismal covenant comes from a 
grassroots movement in the church.

“Sometimes the national church 
catches up with what’s going on at the 
grassroots level, and in some ways that’s 
what’s happened with this,” said the Very 
Rev. Louise Peters, dean of Kamloops 
cathedral in the Anglican Parishes of 
the Central Interior, and mover of the 
resolution.

“This came from families and young 
people and adults who were coming to 
receive baptism, wanted and needed 
something more, and were asking about 
our role as stewards of creation. It reflects 
what the church has been exploring for 
the last 30 to 40 years—the understanding 
that to be faithful as Christians and as 
God’s created beings is to be co-stewards 
with God.”

We have the great privilege as 
Christians to be commissioned by God to 
care for his creation, and as his beloved 
created ones to care for our fellow 
creatures. We were placed in the Garden 
of Eden to “tend and nurture.” This vow 
engages us in our calling, and has become 
part of the BAS for that reason.

Some have said that there are no 
baptisms in our churches these days 
because there are few infants brought 
in. Nonetheless as faithful Anglican 
Christians, these vows are part of who we 
are and can be repeated and renewed at 
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any time. The need for creation care is 
pressing and urgent, and it is appropriate 
and helpful for us to be reminded of our 
calling in this baptismal vow.

Your diocesan Green Group is aware 
that most churches in our diocese are 
using the older version of the Book of 
Alternative Services which preceeds this 
addition and that most of us have no 
intention of purchasing the most recent 
edition.

We have offered a way to insert this 
addition to the baptismal covenant. The 
Green Group can supply multiple copies 
of the vow on a transparent Avery label 
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that fits on the bottom of page 159 of the 
older version of the BAS. Cut it out of a 
sheet of 16 labels and remove the backing. 
Then align the label and press it onto the 
bottom of the page. We have included a 
capital B which you can stick on the front 
or spine of the book to indicate that the 
vow has been inserted. If you need more, 
or have questions, please contact us at 
greengroup@ontario.anglican.ca. Some 
of you have already received copies of 
the labels and will notice that there is a 
mistake, which has since been corrected 
Contact your Green Group if you wish 
replacements.

The Green Group also offers a complete 
page for the vows during the Great Vigil 
of Easter to update page 332 in the older 
version of the BAS; it looks the same as 
the recent version of the BAS and can be 
similarly affixed over the existing page.

For those who project your services on 
screens, please be sure to use the updated 
version of the BAS as your source. It is 
available online through the Anglican 
Church of Canada website: https://www.
anglican.ca/about/liturgicaltexts/.

Our earth is a beautiful and life-giving 
gift of God; it is both a joy and a duty to 
safeguard it.

English is a strange literal language. 
One has to carefully pick through the 

verbiage in order to get down to the basic 
meaning. If done in a literal sense, it can 
be fun.

The other day I was driving along a 
country road when I saw a sign, “Lots for 
Sale.” I stopped to see if there were any 
bargains. I looked and looked but could 
see nothing but empty land. Not one 
trinket for sale.

Walking past the dress shop window 
downtown I saw a beautiful skirt hanging 
on the lower part of a mannequin. It was 
small, perhaps intended for a manikin. 
The sign beside it said, “Half Off.” Why 
anyone would want to buy something that 
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was only partially available, I do not know.  
In our neighbourhood is a sign saying, 

“Slow Children Playing.” The boys and 
girls I see are running, and skipping 
and bicycling at a rapid pace, they are 
anything but slow.

Words in English have literal meanings. 
People really do enjoy being literal. In the 
age of “fake news,” promulgated by  some 
political leaders, there is ever so many 
people taking what is said at face value.  
There used to be an adage that said, “If 
you read it in the newspaper it had to be 
true.” Careful! Words have changed in 
meaning over time, just like the world has 
changed.

The Book of Common Prayer (1959-
1962 Canada) can be read on the surface 
using the meaning of words as understood 
in 2019. Take for example, the prayer on 
page 87 which begins, “Prevent us, O 
Lord, in all our doings...” Why do we ask 
God to stop us from getting on with what 
we ought to be doing for God? If we look 
up the meaning in an older dictionary 
we discover that prevent does not mean 
“to stop.” It means to open up, to make a 
passage way, to have God go before us so 

that we can do what God has called us to 
be doing.

Learning to read deeper into the 
sentences, the passage, what is being 
expressed, could lead us to a deeper 
understanding of what is intended. If 
we then understood one another more 
sincerely then perhaps the world can 
become healed, at peace, able to love and 
accept each person. Not literally, but truly.

Christianity receives a lot of bad press 
for broadcasting the absolute messages 
as literal gospel. The Creation story is an 
example. Evangelist on TV will have us 
know that Adam and Eve really lived in a 
nice garden playing hide and seek with 
God. The garden was planted in a world 
created by God out of nothing. That was 
just a few millennia ago. It took God six 
days to get everything into place, then 
God took a day off. Sounds simple enough 
(see Genesis chapter 1 and 2).

Science tells another story. The Earth, 
the Universe, all that there is has taken 
billions of years to become what is today. 
Scientists tell us this is not finished yet.

Literal translators believers of 
the Bible’s Creation story have been 

combatting scientists ever since some 
guy claimed the world was not flat. 
Today those Creation theorists of the 
Christian variety are a political force that 
are shaping so many minds of the world. 
Yet, science is not the enemy of theology.   
Careful thought needs to be applied to 
the meaning of what the scriptures are all 
about. Science is telling us that somehow 
we humans on our “island home” really do 
need to be stewards of that which we can 
manage. Literal believers are saying it does 
not matter what we do since God has a 
date to end all things.

Jesus could not have meant for us to be 
so literal. In the Gospels taken literally we 
would all need to be cutting off hands and 
removing one eye (Matthew 5:27-30).  

What we need to do is to embrace the 
sincere and deep understanding, and 
in understanding, live fully the life God 
intends, that Jesus illustrates, and that the 
Spirit inspires us to be. Like the lawyer in 
conversation with Jesus, we need to be 
able to answer with the Summary of the 
Law (Luke 10:25-28). We too need to live 
into beings that love God and love our 
neighbour. Literally!


